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busi...(m ke cut off.)
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Robak, please.

SENATOR ROBAK: Thank you, Nr. Seaker. Senator Pirsch and
Senat or Labedz have brought up some very good points pere. I
thank them very much for that, but | have a question I think
should be answered he_re. What ever happened to t he enterpris
zones? Promoted withfanfare by then U S. Represent atlvepJac
Kenp, that's K-e-mp, in 1980 and endorsed by the Reage
admnistration, that's Re-a-g-e-n, in 1982, the concept re ugea
capital gain taxes and special job training credits for
enpl oyers in designated poverty areas, pade it into federal |aw
only in the most skeletalformin the 1987 Housing Act. Tpe

dream was never realized. — \e||, not in Washington.  Michael
Alan Wl f, that's Wo-1-f, a law professor at the University of
Ri chmond, adnits to having been a little surprised gben he
surveyed the enterprise zone scene at the endof the 1 s and

found that 37 states actually had progranms in place. few of
these were simply holding tanksfor anticipated federal npney,

but noted...but nost were live prograns with designated areas
sel ected and sizeable state subsidies available to enployers

willing to locate indistressed areas. Wolf finds that
successful of the zone prograns have |ong snfnceQranscendednH{g

original ideological colorations and attracted as
fromliberal Denocrats as fromconservative Republi rg]auncr] sl?é)%%gk
Kenp, that's K-e-mp. Moreover they are noving away fromthe
original idea of bringingin new enployers to revive

nei ghbo' nmoods and toward a role as a part of regional economc
devel opment package, geared as much toward retaining existing
busi nesses as attracti ng new ones. As he examines diverse away
of...diverse array of programs, WIf, that's Wo-I-f, ee a
di verse array of problens, political conprom ses for some states
to approve far nore zones that can possibly make sense. Th

Loui si ana Legislature liked the idea of enterprise zones so mich
't created 473 of them Other states offered benefits to
private firms w thout demanding pmpre than t he sketchi est
i nformati on about how many di sadvant aged peopl e they planned ;4
hire and without extracting u. omm tments to stay in the

c
distressed area for a significant ¥ength of time. Still Wl f
concludes the experience hasto be seen asencouraging. The
diversity of subsidized projects galone has been impressing,
ranging from huge factories in New O leans to Nom and Pop
businesses in Chicago. The relationship between participating

conpanies and state andlocal ~@yernments have beenfar nore
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